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H ow to get Publish er or Print Sh op results from  Scribus

Th is guide covers Scribus 1.1.6 on a SuSE Linux 9 .0 distribution

by Scot Blades April 2004  sblades9 @ cox.net

I cre ate d th is  guide  us ing 1.1.4, th e n update d it for 1.1.5 and 1.1.6.  Not all of Scribus ' fe ature s  are  us e d or cove re d in 

th is  guide .  Th is  docum e nt is  inte nde d for Linux w anabe e s  m igrating from  W indow s .  It is  not com ple te , and m ay con-

tain inform ation from  on-line  m anuals  at s e ve ral locations  on th e  w e b.  Th e  location I found m os t com ple te  w as  h t-

tp://w w w .atlanticte ch s olutions .com /s cribus docs /inde x.h tm l.  Cre ating th is  docum e nt be cam e  m y w ay of le arning to us e  

Scribus , and I h ope  you find it us e ful.  I am , by no m e ans , a Scribus  e xpe rt, and th e re  m ay be  be tte r w ays  to do th e  

th ings  I de s cribe , h e re .  If you find th e m , ple as e  le t m e  k now , and I'll update  th is  us e r guide .

Th e  inte ntion h e re  is  to h e lp us e rs  of Micros oft Publis h e r or Print Sh op ach ie ve  s im ilar, or be tte r re s ults  w ith  Scirbus .  

W indow s  im igrants  tak e  note :  Scribus  rivals  profe s s ional de s ign program s  w ith  advance d tools  for s e rious  de s k top 

publis h ing.  De pe nding on your com puting e xpe rtis e , th e  le arning curve  m ay be  a little  s te e p, but th e  re s ults  are  w orth  

th e  e ffort.  Scirbus  h as  no pre -de fine d “w iz ards ” or cook ie  cutte r, big broth e r ins pire d te m plate s .  For ins tance  a gre e t-

ing card w ill not s h ow  up as  4 page s  as  in s im ple r publis h ing s oftw are .  You w ill s e e  th e  full page  as  it w ill be  printe d.  

Th e re fore , you m us t unde rs tand h ow  your finis h e d page  w ill be  folde d to ach ie ve  th e  s am e  re s ult.

As  w ith  any s oftw are , re m e m be r to s ave  your w ork  ofte n.  Scribus  1.1.6 is  ve ry s table , but you ne ve r k now .  H e y, I'm  

cautious , I've  be e n us ing to W indow s  XP.  Scribus  cre ate s  a ".e m e rge ncy" file  if pos s ible  s o you m igh t not los e  all of 

your ch ange s .  For e xam ple , th e  e m e rge ncy file  for th is  docum e nt is  "Manual.s la.e m e rge ncy".  Are  th e s e  guys  gre at, 

or w h at?
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Micros oft, Micros oft Publis h e r, Print Sh op, and any oth e r trade m ark e d re fe re nce s  in th is  docum e nt are  th e  prope rty of 

th e ir re s pe ctive  ow ne rs .



One  of th e  firs t th ings  you'll dis cove r is  th at Scribus  is  de finite ly not a 

good te xt e ditor or w ord proce s s or.  If you're  going to h ave  large  

s e ctions  of body s tyle  te xt, us e  a s e parate  w ord proce s s or to cre ate  

th e  te xt, th e n copy and pas te  it into your Scribus  te xt fram e .  Th e  

th ink ing h e re  is  w h y m ak e  a bloate d publis h e r program  w h e n th e re  are  

nice  te xt e ditors  alre ady available  on ne arly e ve ry Linux dis tribution.  

W h e n you pas te  te xt into Scribus , it ne e ds  to be  unform atte d.  Scribus  

doe s  not h andle  form atting from  outs ide  s ource s  w e ll.

Cre ate  a te xt fram e  by click ing th e  te xt fram e  button on th e  tool bar.  

Th e n click  and drag th e  m ous e  pointe r to cre ate  a te xt box. 

You can re -s iz e  and m ove  it late r.  If you h ave  te xt w raping 

around an obje ct, s uch  as  th e  icon in th is  paragraph , 

re m e m be r to m ak e  your fram e  a little  large r th an th e  graph ic , and s e t 

th e  fram e  fill color to none , or your te xt m igh t ge t clippe d.

H e re  you'll dis cove r s e ve ral q uirk s  not found in w indow s  program s , 

and a fe w  nice  w indow s  fe ature s  you'll s ore ly m is s .  If you click  th e  

fram e  you ge t a m ove  fram e  pointe r, a s e cond click  w ill s till s e rve  up 

th e  m ove  fram e  pointe r.  Double  click  th e  fram e  to e dit th e  te xt 

conte nt.  W indow s  s tyle  te xt s e le ction w ith  th e  k e yboard Sh ift +  arrow  

k e ys  is  available  w ith  th e  1.1.6 re le as e .  W indow s  s tyle  Sh ift+ Ins e rt 

doe s  noth ing, you'll h ave  to s e le ct Pas te  from  th e  Edit or righ t-click  

m e nu. 

Once  you h ave  your te xt in place , you can form at it.  All th e  s tandard 

form atting is  in th e  Prope rtie s  Dialog,  Mous e -s e le ct th e  te xt you w ant 

to w ork  on, righ t click  th e  s e le ction, and s e le ct "Sh ow  Prope rtie s ".  In 

orde r to ge t bold or italic, you'll h ave  to ch ange  th e  font.  Its  a pain at 

firs t, but not bad once  you ge t us e d to it.

Paragraph  form atting is  als o unde r th e  Style  m e nu. Force d m e ans  

jus tifie d h e re .  You'll notice  th e  force d form at le ave s  th e  las t line  of th e  

paragraph  s panning th e  e ntire  fram e .  To fix th is , ope n th e  prope rtie s  

dialog and look  at th e  te xt alignm e nt buttons .  Th e re  you'll find an 

option for "Align Te xt Block "

Fram e  form atting is  found unde r th e  Tools >Prope rtie s  m e nu.  Th is  

brings  up th e  prope rtie s  dialog.  H e re , you can m anually e nte r fram e  

place m e nt, s iz ing, angle s , and all s orts  of th ings . Th e re  are  m any 

options , and us e ful e ffe cts  tools  in th e  prope rtie s  dialog.   Options   not 

available  for th e  s e le cte d  ite m  are  dim inis h e d.

Creating and editing text fram es

Th e  Prope rtie s  Dialog:  One  of th e  

m os t im portant th ings  to ge t aq uainte d 

w ith  in Scribus .  Th is  e xam ple  s h ow s  th e  

te xt prope rtie s  of th e  s e le cte d fram e .
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Som e th ing to pay atte ntion to is  your m argins .  If an outline d fram e  is  righ t on th e  m argin, it m ay 

not print th at little  s live r.  Th e  s am e  applie s  to te xt.  A fram e  w ith  te xt righ t out to th e  e dge  th at 

m e e ts  th e  m argin m igh t not print th e  e ntire  le tte r.  Th e  e dge  of th e  le tte rs  m ay ge t s h ave d off.

fig.1 Te xt prope rtie s  dialog



Th e Properties Dialog

Fram e  s iz e  and 

place m e nt

Te xt prope rtie s  

curre ntly dim inis h e d

Fram e  s h ape , te xt 

m argins , e tc.

Im age  prope rtie s
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Ge t to k now  th e  prope rtie s  dialog w e ll.  It is  probably th e  s ingle  m os t im portant tool in Scribus !

For e ach  of th e  prope rtie s  s e le ction buttons , th e re  is  a diffe re nt s e t of value s  dis playe d.  Als o th e  

dis play is  cus tom iz e d for w h ate ve r is  s e le cte d in th e  docum e nt!

In th is  e xam ple , you 

can adjus t th e  

h ie rarch y le ve l, or 

place m e nt of th e  

s e le cte d fram e  to 

s e nd it be h ind, or 

bring it in front of 

oth e r fram e s .

Rotation tool de gre e  

s e tting:

180 w ill flip th e  im age  

ups ide  dow n, 9 0 w ill 

turn it on its  s ide , and 

270 w ill turn it on its  

oth e r s ide .  Of 

cours e , any angle  w ill 

be  acce pte d.

Color s e le ctions  for 

fill, line s , gradie nts , 

e tc.

Line  s iz e  and 

place m e nt

Se le cte d ite m  

prope rtie s  (value s , 

s e ttings , orie ntation, 

e tc.)

Th is  s e ction w ill 

ch ange  according to 

th e  prope rtie s  button 

s e le cte d at th e  top of 

th e  dialog box.

Rotation tool:

Th e  s pot w ith  th e  dot 

in it w ill be  th e  ce ntral 

rotation point.  In th is  

e xam ple , th e  top le ft 

corne r of th e  s e le cte d 

fram e  w ill re m ain 

s tationary

Fram e  Lock  and Print 

e nable  toggle  buttons

H oriz ontal and 

Ve rtical fram e  flip 

buttons

fig.2 XYZ  Pos ition prope rtie s  dialog



and special effects

Som e  s pe cial e ffe cts  are  built in and e as y.  Te xt color is  

available  on th e  Style  m e nu, and Outline d off th e  Style >Style  

m e nu w ill give  you a nice , ne at black  outline  of e ach  le tte r.  

Th e  re ally fancy s tuff tak e s  a little  e ffort.  But, its  e as y once  

you k now  th e  s te ps  to tak e , and w h e re  to find th e  righ t 

buttons  to pus h .  Th e  follow ing are  th e  bas ic s te ps  for a 

gradie nt fill:

You're  done  w ith  th e  gradie nt fill, now  add an outline :

You now  h ave  outline d, gradie nt fille d te xt.  Ste ps  7 th rough  

14 can be  us e d to adjus t th e  colors  and outline s  of fram e s  

als o.  Th e  tw o fram e s  at th e  top of th is  page  w e re  cre ate d 

w ith  th e s e  s te ps .

1 Cre ate  a te xt box, and type  s om e th ing in it.  You m igh t 

w ant to e nlarge  th e  te xt.

2 Click  outs ide  th e  te xt fram e  to “de s e le ct” it, th e n click  it 

again s o th e  “Ite m ” m e nu is  available .

3 Unde r th e  Ite m  m e nu, click  “conve rt to outline .

4 Righ t click  th e  te xt and s e le ct “un-group” from  th e  pop-

up m e nu.

5 Click  and drag th e  m ous e  to s e le ct all th e  te xt as  a group.

6 Unde r th e  Ite m  m e nu, click  “com bine  polygons .”

7 Unde r th e  Tools  m e nu, s e le ct prope rtie s  to dis play th e  

prope rtie s  dialog.

8 Click  “colors ”.  Th e  fill button s h ould be  active .

9  Unde r th e  paint can is  a drop-dow n lis t w ith  “norm al” in 

it.  Click  th e  drop-dow n arrow  to re ve al th e  s e le ctions  

and s e le ct h oriz ontal gradie nt.

10 Se le ct a color for color #1, th e n click  th e  #2 radio 

button to s e le ct th e  s e condary color.  You w ill s e e  th e  

re s ults  in th e  te xt im m e diate ly.

11 Click  th e  line  button unde r it to activate  th e  line  controls .

12 Click  on a color, and w atch  in h orror as  your be autifully 

fille d te xt be com e s  one  big blob!

13 Click  th e  line  button tow ard th e  top of th e  dialog to s e t 

th e  line  prope rtie s .

14 Click  th e  dow n arrow  adjus t button unde r line  w idth  to 

narrow  th e  outline s .

Pg 4

Th e  Colors  prope rtie s  dialog.  Th e  fill button is  

active , and th e  fill type  drop-dow n m e nu is  s h ow n.

Th e  Colors  prope rtie s  dialog.  Th e  fill button is  

active , and th e  fill type  drop-dow n m e nu is  s h ow n.

Th e  Line s  prope rtie s  dialog.

Th is  is  s e lf e xplanitory.

Fill 

button

Line  

button

fig.3 Colors  Prope rtie s  dialog

fig.4 Line  Prope rtie s  dialog



Double  click ing th e  re s ulting ite m  w ill e nable  

e diting th e  s h ape  of th e  be z ie r curve . Righ t 

click  th e  ite m  for a pop-up m e nu th at w ill allow  

you to e dit your te xt.  Oth e r te xt s tyle s  are  s till 

available  unde r th e  Style s  m e nu.

If you h ave n't w ork e d w ith  Be z ie r curve s  

be fore , you ne e d to m ak e  one  and s tart fiddling 

w ith  points  and angle s .

1 Click  th e  be z ie r curve  tool unde r 

 th e  toolbar line  button. 

2 Click  s e ve ral place s  on your 

page .

3 W h e n you've  m ade  tw o or m ore   

points , righ t click  to finis h  th e  

cre ation proce s s  and your line  

w ill appe ar.

4 Double  click  th e  obje ct, and th e  

curve  e diting dialog appe ars .
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To cre ate  te xt on a path .

1  Cre ate  a te xt box th e n e nte r th e  te xt.

2  Cre ate  a be z ie r curve  w ith  th e  de s ire d s h ape .

3  Se le ct th e  tw o ite m s  w ith  th e  m ous e .

4  Unde r th e  Ite m  m e nu clck  “attach  to path ”.

Pg 5

H oriz ontal and 

Ve rtical flip 

buttons

Be z ie r Curve  Dialog Functions

Button #1 Move  Node s : A node  is  a point on th e  curve .  W h e re ve r you click e d w h e n cre ating th e  

curve  th e re  w ill be  a node .  W h e n you m ove  a node , th e  curve  s h ape  ch ange s  accordingly.

Button #2 Move  Control points : A control point s e ts  th e  angle  of th e  curve  from  its  attach e d node . 

A node  at th e  e nd of th e  curve  h as  one  control point. A node  in th e  m iddle  of th e  curve  h as  tw o 

control points , one  for e ach  dire ction. Als o, th e  farth e r aw ay a control point is  from  th e  node , th e  

m ore  e xage rate d th e  curve  w ill be com e  be tw e e n th e  attach e d node  and th e  adjace nt node .

Buttons  3 and 4 add or de le te  node s  re s pe ctive ly.

Move  your m ous e  ove r th e  re m aining buttons  to dis play th e ir re s pe ctive  functions .

fig.5 Be z ie r Curve  / Sh ape  Prope rtie s  dialog



DD rop capsrop caps . . .
Sh ad ing, and  oth er special effects.Sh ad ing, and  oth er special effects.

Th e re  are  no built-in s h adow  tools  in Scribus .  Th is  is  a double  e dge d s w ord.  On one  e dge  you m us t 

cre ate  th e  s h adow s  m anually, on th e  oth e r you h ave  m uch  gre ate r control ove r th e  e ffe cts .  You can 

control color, place m e nt, th ick ne s s  of s h adow , e xtra outline s , and m ore .  Th at e xtra control is  w e ll 

w orth  th e  e xtra e ffort ne e de d to cre ate  s h adow s .  Th e  e ffe cts  above  w e re  cre ate d in about 10 

m inute s .  About 7 of th os e  m inute s  w e re  s pe nt in le arning h ow . Scribus  1.1.5 provide s  a tool for a 

drop cap s tyle , h ow e ve r you m us t cre ate  th e  s tyle , and you are  s tuck  w ith  th e  font s iz e .  I'm  s ure  th is  

w ill be  fixe d, and if you h ave  a ve rs ion ne w e r th an 1.1.5 look  for be tte r drop cap tools .

Th e  s te ps  I us e d to cre ate  th e  title  Drop Cap and Sh adow  e ffe cts  are :

Drop caps :

1  Cre ate  a te xt box for th e  firs t le tte r.

2  Se t th e  font s iz e  to 100, 120, or s om e  oth e r large  

value .

3  Us e  th e  Prope rtie s  dialog to s e t te xt color, te xt 

outline s , and outline  color.

4  Cre ate  anoth e r te xt box for th e  re s t of your te xt.

5  Se t colors  and outline s  as  de s ire d.

6  Align th e s e  tw o te xt boxe s  for th e  be s t e ffe ct.  Your 

drop cap te xt box m ay be  partly off th e  page  due  

to th e  font s iz e .  No proble m , jus t m ak e  s ure  th e  

printe d part is  w ith in th e  m argins .

Your Drop Cap is  finis h e d.  Now  for th e  Sh adow  

e ffe ct.  continuing from  above :

1  Se le ct both  te xt boxe s .  Note  th e  X and Y Pos  

value s  in th e  prope rtie s  dialog. th e n click  

"duplicate " unde r th e  ite m  m e nu.

2  W ith  th e  prope rtie s  dialog, ch ange  th e  te xt color to 

a ne w  color for th e  s h adow .  For e xam ple , to ge t 

gre y, us e  black  as  th e  color and ch ange  th e  100%  

to 30 or 40% .

3  Us ing th e  prope rtie s  dialog, s e t th e  X and Y value s  

s ligh tly h igh e r th an th e  m ain te xt box value s .  Th is  

w ill s e t your s h adow  to th e  righ t, and be low  th e  

m ain te xt.  Se e  fig.2 on page  3.

4  Now  us e  th e  le ve l s e le ctors  to m ove  th e  s h adow  

te xt be ne ath  th e  m ain te xt.  In Scribus  1.1.4 th is  

m us t be  s e t for e ach  individual te xt box.

Paragraph  

form atting 

s e le ctors

FYI: K e rning is  s apcing be tw e e n ch aracte rs

Pg 6

Font and outline  color 

s e le ctors

Pre -de fine d 

paragraph  

s tyle s . By 

de fault th e re  

are  no s tyle s . 

Se e  th e  ne xt 

page  for m ore  

on de fining 

s tyle s .

Color s h ade  

s e le ctors .

Te xt form atting 

s e le ctors

Te xt outline  

s e le ctor

fig.6 Te xt Prope rtie s  dialog



Now  th at you h ave  s om e  bas ic s tuff, it's  tim e  to w ork  w ith  colors .  

Scirbus  com e s  s tock e d w ith  th e  bas ic 8 colors , but is  capable  of 

true  color.  Th e  picture  to th e  righ t s h ow s  th e  dialog you ge t w h e n 

you click  "Colors " unde r th e  "Edit" m e nu.  If you click  on th e  colors , 

you'll notice  th e  "e dit" button be com e s  available  for all colors  

e xce pt black , cyan, m age nta, and ye llow .  Th at's  be caus e  th os e  4 

colors  are  th e  bas is  for de fining all oth e r colors  of th e  s pe ctrum .  

Click  th e  "Ne w " button and fill in a nam e  for your ne w  color.  I 

ch os e  "Pirk le ".  Click  O k  and th e  e dit color dialog appe ars .

In th e  color e ditor s e le ct th e  color m ode l.  Tink e r w ith  it as  you lik e , 

I le ft it on CMYK.  Th e n s tart finding th e  color you're  look ing for.  

You h ave  s e ve ral options  on h ow  to proce e d.  Jus t as  in oth e r color 

s e le ctors  you m ay be  fam iliar w ith .  Scribus  provide s  a full 

s pe ctrum  pale tte  th at you can click  and drag around to w atch  your 

ne w  color ch ange  ins tantly.  Or, you can us e  th e  s lide rs  to ch ange  individual color com pone nts .  Or, you 

can e nte r value s  dire ctly.  Click  th e  O k  button, and your ne w  color is  in th e  lis t of available  colors .

Pg 7

Th e  Edit Color dialog s h ould be  ve ry fam iliar to 

W indow s  im igrants .  If not, fiddle  around w ith  it to s e e  

jus t h ow  e as y it is .

Th e  Edit Style  dialog s e ts  cus tom  de fine d paragraph  

form ats , including fonts .  It's  pre tty s e lf e xplanitory.  

Se e  be low  for a dis cus s ion of Style s .

Th e re  are  no pre -de fine d paragraph  form ats  in Scribus  th at I h ave  found.  So, if you ne e d bulle te d or 

num be re d lis ts , h anging inde nts , e tc you'll h ave  to cre ate  a s tyle .

1  Click  Style s ... unde r th e  Edit m e nu.

2  An e dit s tyle s  dialog appe ars  s im ilar to th e  colors  dialog.

3  Click  th e  Ne w  button and th e  Edit Style  dialog appe ars  as  illus trate d above .

4  Th is  is  pre tty s traigh t forw ard.  Style  nam e , face  (font), s iz e , alignm e nt, e tc.

5  Ve rtical s pace s  above  and be low  are  s pace s  be tw e e n paragraph s .

6  Us e  th e  Inde ntation s e ction for firs t line  and h anging inde nts .  Firs t line  inde nt is  s im ple , jus t e nte r a value  in th e  

firs t line  box.  For h anging inde nts , s e t th e  Firs t Line  as  a ne gative  value , and th e  Le ft Inde nt as  a pos itive  value  

th at offs e ts  th e  Firs t Line  value .

Now , w h e n you're  form atting your te xt w ith  th e  Prope rtie s  dialog, you can s e le ct your ne w  s tyle , and th e  

s e le cte d s tyle  applie s  to th e  paragraph  s e le cte d.  If you h ave  no paragraph  s e le ce d, th e  s tyle  applie s  to th e  

e ntire  te xt fram e  you curre ntly h ave  s e le cte d.

&  Styles

fig.7 Colors  Editor Se le ction Dialog

fig.8 Colors  Editor fig.9  Style s  Editor



Fram e O utlines and Fills

Fram e O utlines and Fills

No doubt, you've  notice d th ings  ge t fancie r as  th is  

docum e nt progre s s e s .  Fram e  fills , outline s  and 

s uch  m ak e  for m ore  dynam ic pre s e ntations . 

H e re 's  h ow  to ge t your te xt fram e s  look ing good.

1  Cre ate  a te xt fram e .

2  Ope n th e  Prope rtie s  dialog.

3  Click  th e  “Line ” button.  H e re , you can s e t th e  line  

th ick ne s s , and pre -de fine d line  e ndings .

4  Click  th e  “Sh ape ” button.  Th e s e  s im ple  s e ttings  

ge t your captions , and te xt fram e s  look ing cle an 

and s h arp.

- Us e  th e  pre -de fine d s h ape s  button for q uick  

e ffe cts , or click  on th e  “Edit Sh ape ” button to 

ope n th e  Be z ie r Curve  Dialog th at allow s  full 

s h ape  control.

- Us e  th e  “Round Corne rs ” value  to s e t s im ple  

rounde d corne rs .  Th e  te xt box above  h as  th is  

value  s e t at 6 pts .

- Us e  th e  “Dis tance  of Te xt” value s  to s e t th e  ins ide  

m argins  of th e  te xt box.  Th is  is  us e ful to m aintain 

s pace  be tw e e n your te xt and th e  fram e  e dge  

w h e n you h ave  th e  te xt box outline d.  Mos t of th e  

outline d te xt fram e s  in th is  docum e nt h ave  th e s e  

value s  at 1 pt. for both  top and bottom , 5 pts . for 

le ft, and 7 pts . for righ t m argins . As  you can s e e , 

you als o s e t colum ns , and tabs  h e re . 

You s h ould be  fam iliar w ith  th e  colors  s e ction of 

th e  Prope rtie s  dialog by now .  W h e n you h ave  th e  

fram e  only s e le cte d (no te xt or conte nts ), th e  color 

and line  buttons  control th e  fram e  fill and outline .

Click  th e  s h ape  

button to s h ow  th e s e  

options

Pre -de fine d 

fram e  

s h ape s

Ope ns  th e  

Be z ie r 

Curve  Editor

Th e  Title  w as  m ade  w ith  th re e  fram e s , all w ith  

th e  "Te xt flow s  around box" option unch e ck e d.

1  A te xt fram e  w as  cre ate d w ith  fill and outline s .

2  Th at fram e  w as  duplicate d, fill and outline s  

w e re  cle are d, and te xt w as  adde d w ith  

Mage nta fill and outline s .  Th is  fram e  w as  

place d ligh tly above  and le ft of th e  firs t fram e .

3  Th at fram e  w as  duplicate d, and te xt color 

ch ange d to Pink le  w ith  black  outline s .  Th is  

fram e  w as  place  dire ctly ove r th e  firs t fram e .

Pg 8

Colum ns ,  

gap, and tab 

s e ttings  

w e re  adde d 

in 1.1.5.

I w is h  I'd 

h ad th e m  

w h e n I 

cre ate d th is  

guide !

fig.10 Fram e  Sh ape  Prope rtie s  Dialog


	Pg 2
	Pg 4
	Pg 5
	Pg 6
	Pg 8
	Pg 1



